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The Fleet was in. The Blue Angels flew over¬ 
head. The streets of San Francisco were 
filled with sailors whose ships had come in. 
They swarmed all over Fisherman’s Wharf 
streaming down to Pier 39 and beyond dur¬ 
ing the day, and they cruised Columbus 
Street and Chinatown and other S.F. 
hotspots at night. Hopefully, some of them 
wandered up Van Ness St. and discovered 
Crowe and Dwyer’s Tattoo Tour in full swing 
at the Holiday Inn Golden Gateway. It was a 
golden opportunity to get new ink from the 
world’s best tattooers. 

For four-plus days the Inn was the place 
to be for tattooing’s elite. And everybody 
was there. At any hour (day or night) the 
lobby was filled with a stunning group of 
inked enthusiasts and the artists whose 
work they displayed. There was Greg James 
from Sunset Strip Tattoos chatting it up with 
fully suited New Zealander Ron llsherwood 
and his toddlers, and Australia’s Trevor 
McStay and his wife catching up with old 
friends like Denmark’s Henning Jorgensen 


and Canada’s Paul and Wink Jeffries. There 
were Pat Sinatra and Suzanne Fauser wait¬ 
ing patiently for their pal Bob Montagna to 
finish up his last tattoo of the day so they 
could go to dinner (hopefully at The Stinking 
Rose), and Dawei Zhang with Eric Maire, 
Larry Lerma, and Bill Ehlert (whose amazing 
backpiece stunned us all a few years ago at 
the Nationals in Nashville). And all that was 
just in the lobby. 

Then there was the contest, an all- 
Thursday-evening marathon of the inked. It 
started out with a mind-boggling panel of 
judges: Guy Aitchison, Shahn Anderson, Gill 
Montie, Kari Barba, and Gina Dwyer (with an 
occasional kibitz by Tin-Tin) and continued 
with a spectacular parade of the tattooed. 
Contestants who lined the hallway outside 
the main ballroom while waiting to take cen¬ 
ter stage bore the amazing art of top-flight 
tattooers from all over the globe (George 
Bone, Horiyoshi III, Pote Seylor, Mario Barth, 
and Bill Salmon to name a few), plus work 
by relative newcomers like Paco Deitz, Mike 



McCormick, and Joshua Caulfield. 

The rest of the weekend was left to 
socialize, take in the sights of the city, get 
some new ink, and check out the working 
artists at The Tour. And what a choice col¬ 
lectors had. The first steps inside the exhibit 
hall’s door took them to Guilty & Innocent’s 
booth with Kim Saigh and Jon Clue ready 
and willing to put ink to skin. Farther down 
the jam-packed aisles they found Hanky 
Panky & Co. and still more booths shared 
by Bernie Luther and Tin-Tin, Paul Booth 
and Ben Wahhh, Ken Cameron and Dave 
Gibson, Don Ed Hardy and Nalla Smith—the 
list is endless. And, yes, the crews from 
Henry Goldfield’s, The Diamond Club, 
Everlasting, and Primal Urge were at the 
convention, but we visited their shops too, 
and picked up some samples of their art¬ 
work for future reference. 

The Fleet was in. The Blue Angels were 
in flight. It was a golden opportunity to get 
inked by the world’s best tattooers. Hope no 
one missed it. —Tony Evans+ 
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AND THE WINNERS ARE ... 
Overall Female 

1st:: Kris Klees by London Bellman 
2nd: Cary Decker by Wild Bill Hill 
3rd: Christine Harrell by Horiyoshi HI, 
Schmoe Dawg, Mike Davis 

Overall Male 

1st: Ron Isherwood by various artists 
2nd: Dave Dearth by Larry Allen 
3rd: John P. Jungkurth by Louie Lombe, 
Connie Lucas 

Unusual 

1st: Leslie Lupher by 
Don Brouse, Ali Eaupes 
2nd: Mike Brown by Jack Rudy 
3rd: Tom Deadrick by 
Aaron Della Vedova 

Tribal 

1st: Steven Sciscenti by Bill Salmon 
2nd: Jim Mason by Paul Taylor 
3rd: Kath Wade by Steve Potton 

Black-And-Gray 

1st: David Wells by Jeff Harp 
2nd: Bill Ehlert by Dawei Zhang 
3rd: Rhett Garrard by Deano Cook 

Portrait 

1st: Bill Ehlert by Dawei Zhang 
2nd: Dave Hermocillo by Dawei Zhang 
3rd: Larry Vega by Dawei Zhang 

Realistic 

1st: Eric Maire by Dawei Zhang 
2nd: Chris Wade by Steve Potton 
3rd: Robert Velasquez by Sleepy G. 

Cover-Up 

1st: Deano Cook 
2nd: Gypsy Jill 
3rd: Durb Morrison 

Black-And-White Design Sheet 

1st: Melina Ebert 
2nd: Corey Miller 
3rd: Brett Schwindt 

Color Design Sheet 

1st: Mike Malone 
2nd: Steve Potton 
3rd: Sprite 

f 

Booth Banner 

Diamond Club Tattoo 
Bill & Junii Salmon 
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WORK SHOPS 



HENRY GOLDFIELD 


LENNY ARDOIN 


SUNNY BUICK 



GOLDFIELD'S 

TATTOO 

STUDIO 

404 BROADWAY 
414/433-0558 


DAVE BOBRICK 


BOB I AMES; TATTOO BY DAVE BOBRICK 


24 





























































25 


























































DIAMOND 

CLUB 

2500 VAN NESS AVE. #7 
415/776-0539 



DIAMOND CLUB SLEEVES 



BILL AND IUNII SALMON AND FRIENDS. "FLOWER POWER," SAYS BILL. 






TATTOO BY BILL SALMON 
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DESIGN: IUNII; TATTOO: BILL 


% 

TATTOO BY BILL SALMON 


TATTOO BY ANDY 


DESIGN: IUNII; TATTOO: ANDY 


w 

IUNII; TATTOO: BILL; ROSE: HENRY GOLDFIELD 


TATTOO BY IUNII SALMON 
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TATTOO BY PATRICK CONLON 


TATTOO BY AARON CAIN 


TATTOO BY PATRICK CONLON 
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GRIME, LAURA SAADATI, MARCUS PACHECO, JEF WHITEHEAD 


PRIMAL 

URGE 

2703 GEARYBLVD. 

415/474-3442 




TATTOO BY GRIME TATTOO BY GRIME 
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TATTOO BY MARCUS PACHECO 


TATTOO BY MARCUS PACHECO 


TATTOO BY MARCUS PACHECO 


TATTOO BY JEF WHITEHEAD 


TATTOO BY MARCUS PACHECO 


TATTOO BY JEF WHITEHEAD 


TATTOO BY JEF WHITEHEAD 


TATTOO BY GRIME 
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Pomona, California 

Mm23&24- 

FAIRPLEX - Building 5 

Phoenix, Arizona 

Mm 36 31 

Phoenix dvic Plaza - Hall C 


Tattoo contest Saturday & Sunday 
Cash Prizes and Trophies in all classes 
Renowned artists from all over the country 
Door Prizes % Music ^ Food ^ Beverages 


For special hotel rates call (818) 701-0100 • For vendor space call (818) 597-2686 
Tattoo Contestants sign up at the show. For further information call (800) 962-9857 

Promoted by Teresi Inc. 








